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Happy April! 
Many clubs have now begun their meetings for the year, and leaders are using 
Facebook and email to communicate with members—if you have not already 
joined your club Facebook groups, please find them listed here at the bottom of 
the page and send a request to join! Please let me know if you feel you are not 
receiving communications from your leaders, and I will be happy to help. 

While a bit early yet, we are working to certify two leaders in the 4-H Shooting 
Sports discipline, and look forward to offering that once again. Plans continue 
for summer day camp, as well as some other upcoming opportunities for youth 
this summer—including the famous Exploration Days! Please stay tuned for in-
formation about an orientation session, and start thinking about whether you 
will have youth in attendance, and whether you might want to chaperone with 
the delegation that attends! We need both male and female adult chaperones, 
approximately one for every 10 kids in attendance, so if you are willing—please 
volunteer! We will be offering scholarships for youth and chaperones to attend. 
There is an online info packet available with session information, please reach 
out if you’d like to learn more about the opportunity (or would like to pick up a 
printed copy at the office)! Transportation will not be provided this year, but 
families can arrange to carpool to campus. 

There will be a mandatory YQCA training session offered on May 16th at 
6:30pm in the auditorium at Ogemaw Heights High School, please hold this 
date and time in your calendar. Registration information and link will be availa-
ble soon! 

I am also looking to offer Earth Month opportunities for April! I am hoping to 
offer an Earth Day cleanup event on April 23rd, in partnership with the Michigan 
DNR’s Adopt-A-Forest program, please let me know here if you are interested in 
attending! I was able to get 20x tree seed germination kits from the nonprofit 
organization One Tree Planted. Each kit includes: a mini greenhouse, seeds, soil, 
and perlite, and will come with a student book with instructions and information 
about the process of growing a tree from a seed!  Want to get your hands on a 
kit? Sign up in 4-H Online by adding “One Tree Planted Seed Germination Kits” 

to your list of clubs, OR email me at defeijte@msu.edu!  

-Enya  
Ogemaw County 4-H Program Coordinator 
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In early March, Michigan 

State University (MSU) 

updated their COVID-19 

mask guidance. These 

changes impact 

attendees of MSU 

Extension and Michigan 

4-H programs occurring 

on and off MSU 

property.  

As of March 8, masks 

are no longer required 

at MSU Extension or 

Michigan 4-H programs, 

events, offices or 

meeting rooms.  

While not a 

requirement, Michigan 4

-H in-person events are 

still encouraged to 

follow best practices 

that include meeting 

outside when possible, 

keeping participant 

numbers below 

maximum capacity to 

allow for social 

distancing, offering 

hand sanitizer and 

respecting the 

continued use of masks 

by those who choose to 

wear them.  

As always, the most up-

to-date guidelines for 

Michigan  

4-H can be found at 

extension.msu.edu/

approvedactivities.  

 

Heilmann Recreation Center, Detroit 

Gain experience making real-life financial decisions in this money management simulation. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/realityfair 

 

Join Michigan 4-H to celebrate military families and children during the Month of the Military 

Child! New missions will be released every week through May 4.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-month-of-the-military-child-goosechase 

 

This series helps youth and young adults prepare for life on their own. Different topics will be 

offered each Thursday in April. The first session will explore different ways to help pay for the 

cost of college, trade school, and other post high school educational opportunities.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-spring-paying 

 

Ralph MacMullan Conference Center, Roscommon  

Interested in leading shooting sports with a 4-H club? Become a certified instructor at this one-

day workshop! Each day offers an independent workshop leading to its own certification. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/ss_instructor_certification_spring22 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-shooting-sports-instructor-certification-workshop-2 

 

Head out onto the Great Lakes to learn about fish of all sizes - from tiny venomous catfish to 

massive lake sturgeon. Meet Michigan DNR Fisheries Technician Brad Utrup and learn about his 

field work, and the education and career path he followed to get there.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-series-april-2022 

 

Montcalm County Fairgrounds, Greenville 

Do you have a goat who you think is the GOAT (Greatest of All Time)? Bring them to the Mont-

calm County Fairgrounds for the 4-H Goat Educational and Fun Show. Open to all. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/montcalm-county-4-h-goat-show 

 

MSU Tollgate Farm and Education Center, Novi 

Gain confidence, communication and career readiness skills as you also gain tips on  

networking and interviewing. Includes opportunities to practice and receive feedback.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/mock22 

 

Montcalm County Fairgrounds Ash Building, Greenville 

Join an evening of fun on your feet! Lia of Lia’s Line Dance will teach you the basic steps of line 

dancing. This event is free and open to all. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/line-dance-lessons-with-lia2 

 

For the most up-to-date events listing, go to http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events.  
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Join 4-H staff as we take a look into life working with fisheries 
and wildlife! This month’s 4-H Wild Spartans Series will head 
out onto the Great Lakes to learn about fish of all sizes- from 

tiny venomous catfish to massive lake sturgeon.  

Join us on Tuesday, April 12th, 2022 at 6:30pm EST for ”Great 
Lakes Fisheries Investigations.” You will meet Michigan De-

partment of Natural Resources Fisheries Technician, Brad Ut-
rup, learn about his field work, and the education and career 

path he followed to get there. This scientist will take us above 
and below the water is a presentation full of photos and media 
detailing the work the Lake St. Clair Fisheries Research Station 
performs. Youth will be encouraged to ask questions to learn 
more through a live Q&A. This free series is open to 4-H and 
non-4-H youth ages 12-19 years. Monthly sessions will be held 

on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm EST.  

 

Pre-registration is required: https://events.anr.msu.edu/

Do you have an  

interest in any of the  

following topic areas? 

• Cooking/baking 

• Fishing 

• Hiking 

• Art 

• Gardening 

• Embryology/

Poultry 

• Outdoor Skills 

• Or any other fun 

topics? 

 

We are looking for 
adults in the communi-
ty to join the Ogemaw 
County 4-H volunteer 
team and lead SPIN 

Clubs! SPIN clubs are 
short, 6 to 8 week clubs 
that focus on one topic 
& project for the dura-

tion of the club. 

 

Sound like fun? Please 
reach out to me to 

learn more! 

 

Enya deFeijter 
4-H Program Coordinator 

defeijte@msu.edu 

989-345-0692 

https://events.anr.msu.edu/wildspartans2022/






SURVEY: https://forms.gle/HpCA395VxJxTwG7GA 

The Adopt-a-Forest volunteer cleanup program was established as 

a leader in connecting people to protect Michigan's forests in 1991. 

The program shares the importance of clean and healthy forests, 

improves recycling and responsible trash disposal and works to stop 

illegal dumping. Led by the Department of Natural Resources, the 

program is a partnership of the DNR, Michigan Department of Envi-

ronment, Great Lakes and Energy, and Michigan-based USDA Forest 

Service. In the program's history, more than 2 million acres of forest 

land have been cleaned up, with 100,000 tires removed and tens of 

thousands of cubic yards of trash properly disposed of. This work is 

critical to protecting public forest lands for future generations. 

 

More info: https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-

79137_79767_107392---,00.html 

 

 

One Tree Planted is a non-profit environmental char-

ity on a mission of global reforestation. Planting 

trees around the globe they seek to involve individu-

als and communities to restore forests, create habi-

tat for biodiversity, and make a positive social im-

pact around the world. In March, I reached out to 

their T.R.E.E.S. School Program Coordinator and was 

able to order 20x tree seed germination kits in celebration of Earth Month! Each kit includes: a mini green-

house, seeds, soil, and perlite, and will come with a student book with instructions and information 

about the process of growing a tree from a seed!  
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Starting May 1, 

MSU Extension 

will host a 4-H 

Alumni & Sup-

porters Walking 

Challenge, where 

participants will 

track their miles 

walked and com-

pete for a top 

spot in the con-

test! Each week, 

top contestants 

will win an alumni 

swag prize and 

the county who 

logs the most 

miles throughout 

the whole chal-

lenge will earn a 

$100 cash prize 

for their county 4-

H program! Ran-

dom weekly win-

ners will also be 

chosen amongst 

registered partici-

pants who have 

actively engaged 

in the contest 

during the previ-

ous week.  

Learn more and 
register at 

www.canr.msu.ed
u/events/

michigan-4-h-
alumni-and-
supporters-

walking-
challenge. 

Join Michigan 4-H for a series of fun contests and 

workshops leading up to National Financial Literacy 

Month in April. Expand your knowledge and compete 

with other youth across Michigan to earn prizes in 

money management challenges. For more details 

visit www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-money-smarts. 

 

Youth residing in Michigan, age 9-12 have a chance to win $100 by writing a 300 word (or 

less) essay on “paying yourself first.” Contest registration and essay submission must be 

complete by April 11. Learn more at www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-money-smarts/money-smart-

kids-contest.   

 

Michigan youth age 13-19 will compete in an online quiz challenge taking place the entire 

month of April for a chance to win $100. High scoring youth will be entered into the 

drawing for four $100 prizes. Contest registration must be complete by  April 28. Learn 

more at www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-money-smarts/show-your-money-smarts-contest.  

Youth who want to prepare for the contests may take part in a webinar on April 13 at 4:30 

p.m. (www.canr.msu.edu/events/youth-money-4-13) or a self-guided learning experience 

(www.canr.msu.edu/courses/grow-your-money). 

4-H Exploration Days is Michigan 4-H’s 

largest pre-college program and could 

be the highlight of your summer—maybe 

even change your life! This exciting 

event is open to any Michigan youth age 

12 –19 as of Jan. 1.   

4-H Exploration Days is designed to help youth build the skills they need to successfully 

transition to college and to life as an adult. Michigan 4-H youth who participate have the 

opportunity to stay in MSU campus residence halls while attending classroom and field 

trip sessions throughout their stay. 

With more than 100 session choices held on and off campus, there are topics for everyone 

including animal science, business and entrepreneurship, international language and 

culture, performing and visual arts, and science, engineering, and technology. As youth 

gain important life skills like decision making, problem solving and communication, they’ll 

also have plenty of time for fun with free time activities such as skating, bowling, 

basketball and a dance. View sessions available HERE. 

Registration for 4-H Exploration Days will open in mid-April. The cost for the 2022 event 

is $220. Check with your local 4-H program coordinator for additional information 

regarding county  

sign-ups and scholarships or visit www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_exploration_days for more 

details. 
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https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=DDD2FBE0C9FAEF0E8652ACF482CA86AFDA9110C0DCA085B5E614969777FBA65E


https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/bit.ly/kbs-scientists2022__;!!HXCxUKc!gsGAMO4jjB8GOajrYnHNmYlHfB72iAJWP9brT2Y9vxAu2pnBNTznOAF6yPljesUG$


1. enrolling at https://
v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign
-in 

2. selecting "Ogemaw County 4
-H SPIN: Astronomy Club " as 
your club 

3. selecting "Aerospace" as 
your project 
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